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in my house, with the quantities of foreigners they bring
with them, the foreign view they entertain on all sub-
jects, and in beloved Papa's lifetime this was totally
different, and besides Prussia had not swallowed every-
thing up. You may not be aware, as I am, with what
dislike the marriages of Princesses of the Royal Family
with small German Princes (German beggars as they
most insultingly were called) were looked on, and how
in former days many of our Statesmen like Mr. Fox,
Lord Melbourne and Lord Holland abused these mar-
riages and said how wrong it was that alliances with
noblemen of high rank and fortune, which had always
existed formerly and which are perfectly legal, were
no longer allowed by the Sovereign. Now that the Royal
family is so large (you have already five, and what will
these be when your brothers marry ?) in these days,
when you ask Parliament to give money to all the
Princesses to be spent abroad, when they could perfectly
marry here and the children succeed just as much as
if they were the children of a Prince or Princess, we
could not maintain this exclusive principle. As to
position I see no difficulty whatever ; Louise remains
what she is, and her husband keeps his rank (like the
Mensdorffs and Victor Hohenlohe) only being treated
in the family as a relation when we are together. . . .
It will strengthen the hold of ^Le Royal Family, besides
infusing new and healthy blood into it, whereas all the
Princes abroad are related to one another ; and while
I could continue these foreign alliances with several
members of the family, I feel sure that new Wood will
strengthen the Throne morally as well as physically"'1

This letter is of extreme interest.    It shows how
intolerable to the Queen had become the endless

1 Letters of Queen Victoria, II, i, pp. 632, 633.